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ÅSELECT A SUBJECT  

ÅWITHIN THAT SUBJECT 
SELECT A BENCHMARK  

 

Step 1:  Decision Making 



S T A T E  O F  F L O R I D A  -  S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  G R A D E  3  

 

B E N C H M A R K :   S S 3 . G . 4 . 3  

 

òCOMPARE THE CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 
D I V E R S E  P O P U L A T I O N S  I N  O N E  O F  T H E  F I V E  R E G I O N S  

O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  W I T H  C A N A D A ,  M E X I C O ,  O R  T H E  
CARIBBEANó 

  

( E X A M P L E S  A R E  H O U S I N G ,  M U S I C ,  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N ,  
F O O D ,  R E C R E A T I O N ,  L A N G U A G E ,  H O L I D A Y S ,  B E L I E F S ,  &  

C U S T O M S )  

Step 1 Example: 



WHAT DO THE STUDENTS 
NEED TO DO, APPLY, 

PRODUCE, IN ORDER TO 
DEMONSTRATE MASTERY 

OF THE BENCHMARK?  

Step 2:  Unpack the Benchmark 



Step 2:  Example 





TIPS:   
 

ñ2ò = THE PREREQUISITE SKILLS NEEDED IN 
ORDER TO COMPLETE THIS TASK  

 

ñ3ò = THE BENCHMARK  
 

 

ñ4ò = WOW!  GOING ABOVE & BEYOND  

Step 3:  Marzano Scales 
This project has 2 scales: one for 
S.S. and one for Research Process 



3rd Grade Research Madness Scale 

SS.3.G.4.3  Compare the cultural characteristics of diverse populations in one of the five regions of the United States with Canada, Mexico, or the Caribbean.  (Examples are housing, 

music, transportation, food, recreation, language, holidays, beliefs and customs. 

LA.3.6.1.1  The student will read informational text (e.g. graphs, charts, manuals) and organize information for different purposes, including, but not limited to being informed following multi-

step directions, making a report, conducting interviews, preparing to take a test and performing a task. 

4 I can compare and connect my knowledge of these regions to my family history and cultures. 

3 

ü I can compare and contrast regions of the United  
     States. 
ü  I can compare and contrast my chosen country to  
     the chosen region of the US in relationship to their  
     food, housing music, transportation, recreation,  
     language, holidays, beliefs and customs.  (Choose a  
     minimum of 2)  
ü  I can analyze research information for the main idea  
     and supporting details, and summarize in my own  
     words. 
ü  I can compare cultural characteristics of my chosen  
     country and regions of the United States. 

 

2 

ü  I can define region, diverse populations, and cultural  
     characteristics. 
ü  I can locate the five regions of the United States on a  
     map. 
ü  I can locate states within the region. 
ü  I understand the continental 48 states.  
ü  I understand Canada and Mexico are part of the  
     North American continent and the Caribbean is  
     composed of many small countries. 
ü  I have a basic understanding of map skills (compass  
     rose, scale, symbols). 

1 I  can complete some of skills in 2 or 3 with help or prompting.  

0 I  cannot complete any of the tasks even with help. 

I can research my social studies topic, create a project, and present to others. 



3rd - Research Scale 
LA3621 ï The student will determine information needed for a search by narrowing or broadening a topic, indentify key words 

LA3622 -   The student will use predetermined evaluative criteria to select appropriate reference materials, including maps, charts, and photos to gather information 

LA4623 ï The student will communicate information in an informational report that includes main ideas, relevant details with visual support. 

LA4624 ï The student will record basic bibliographic data and recognize intellectual property rights (cite sources) 

LA3522 -  The student will plan, organize and give an oral presentation and use the appropriate voice, eye, and body movements for the topic, audience and occasion. 

4 
1. I can use more sources that I find on my own. 
2. I can research other information that is still on topic.  
3. My product and presentation are extremely creative. 
4. I can publish through the internet: ex. Google Sites, Glogster, School Tube. 

3 
1. I can make a final product that includes  my research without copying. 
2. I can present my topic with:  

1. Understanding  
2. Eye contact 
3. My visual aid (final product)  

2 
1. I can track my project using Plan-Do-Review 
2. I can circle key words on the notes page and use them for finding information. 
3. I can use two sources and write the titles/authors. 
4. I can record notes that are true. 

1 With help, I can complete some of the skills in 2 or 3. 

0 I cannot complete any of the tasks even with help. 

I can research a topic, create a project, and present to others. 



THIS IS HOW YOU ARE GRADING THE 
PRODUCT!  

THIS PROJECT REQUIRES TWO  
RUBRICS.  

 
FOR EXAMPLE:   

1 . STUDENTS WILL  RESEARCH A TOPIC ,  CREATE 
A PROJECT,  AND PRESENT TO OTHERS.  

2 . STUDENTS WILL  CREATE A  BROCHURE 
COMPARING AND CONTRAST ING MEXICO AND 
THE NORTHEAST REGION OF THE UNITED 
STATES.  

 
 

Step 4:  Rubric 



Rubric example here 



A+  

1. I can use  more sources that I find on my own.  
2. I can research  other information that is still on topic.  
3. My product and presentation are extremely creative.  
4. I can publish through the internet: ex. Google Sites, 

Glogster, School Tube.  

A 

All of the grading points below are complete and thorough : 
 
Ç Plan, Do, Review 
Ç ñMy Notesò - accurate 
Ç 2 sources recorded on the ñSources Pageò 
Ç Final Product  
Ç Presentation 

B Limited but complete 5 grading points  
Example-  One statement for each research topic. 

C Incomplete grading points but all 5 turned in.  
Example ï only used one source 

D Missing one or more of the grading points  
Example ï did not create a final product  

F No research nor project documents submitted.  

3rd ï Research Rubric  
I can research a topic, create a project, and present to others.  

 

State of Florida Benchmarks 

LA3621 ï The student will determine 
information needed for a search by 
narrowing or broadening a topic, 
indentify key words  

LA3622 -   The student will use 
predetermined evaluative criteria to 
select appropriate reference 
materials, including maps, charts, 
and photos to gather information  

LA4623 ï The student will 
communicate information in an 
informational report that includes 
main ideas, relevant details with 
visual support.  

LA4624 ï The student will record 
basic bibliographic data and 
recognize intellectual property rights 
(cite sources). 

LA3522 -  The student will plan, 
organize and give an oral 
presentation and use the appropriate 
voice, eye, and body movements for 
the topic, audience and occasion. 

 



Step 5:  Shared & Modeled 
Instruction ï Part A 

ÅS T A R T  B U I L D I N G  B A C K G R O U N D  L E S S O N S             
( T H E S E  A R E  Y O U R  L E V E L  2 . 0  O N  T H E  S C A L E S )  

 

ÅM O D E L  T H E  E N T I R E  R E S E A R C H  M A D N E S S  P R O C E S S  
W I T H  Y O U R  S T U D E N T S   

( O U R  S H A R E D  P R O J E C T  I S  C O M P A R E  &  C O N T R A S T  T H E  
N E  ( S T A T E  O F  M A I N E )  T O  M E X I C O  

ÅK W L  

ÅN O T E  T A K I N G  

ÅR E A D  B O O K S  

ÅG O  O N L I N E  T O  R E S E A R C H  W E B S I T E S                     
( U S I N G  S W E E T S E A R C H  &  W O R L D  B O O K  S T U D E N T  

V E R S I O N  O N  L E A R N I N G  T O O L S  F O R  K I D S )  

 



We used Studies Weekly newspapers 
(weeks 8 & 21 - always available online 
as pdfs , too):  map skills, vocabulary, 
text features  

Here are 
some of the 
2.0 scale 
activities to 
build 
background 
knowledgeé 



We created a flipbook to reinforce 
the five regions and which states 
are located within each region.  

Here are 
some of the 
2.0 scale 
activities to 
build 
background 
knowledgeé 



We added climate and landform 
information to our flipbooks.  

Here are 
some of the 
2.0 scale 
activities to 
build 
background 
knowledgeé 



We located the northeast region of 
the USA and specifically the state of 
Maine and Mexico on a world map.  

Here are 
some of the 
2.0 scale 
activities to 
build 
background 
knowledgeé 



ÅREVIEW NOTE TAKING PROCEDURES 
ï FOCUS YOUR STUDENTS ON THE 

SUBTOPICS  

ÅBEGIN KWL CHART  

ÅDEMONSTRATE HOW TO FIND 
INFORMATION  IN BOOKS AND 
ONLINE USING THE WEBSITES 

SWEETSEARCH & WORLD BOOK 
STUDENTS  

 

 

Step 6:  Shared & Modeled 
Instruction ï Part B 







The KWL Chart  

The 
KWL 
Chart 



Go to the media center or library 
and locate books to read about 
Maine and Mexicoé 

Gathering 
Information  



Use the index to scan for 
informationé 

Gathering 
Information  



Go online using Sweetsearch or 
World Book for Students to learn 
more about Maine and Mexicoé 

Gathering 
Information  



Be sure to print a photo to add to 
your brochure (1 for Maine, 1 for 
Mexico)é 

Gathering 
Information  



Use the KWL and information 
gathered and update your notesé 

Gathering 
Information  



ÅREVIEW BROCHURE PROCEDURES  ï 
REFOCUS YOUR STUDENTS ON THE 

PRODUCT RUBRIC  
 

ÅDISPLAY FINAL PRODUCT  
 

ÅDEMONSTRATE HOW TO PRESENT THE 
BROCHURE  ï REFER STUDENTS BACK TO 
RESEARCH SCALE AND ñPRESENTATION 

PLANò STICK FIGURE 
 

Step 7:  Modeled & Shared Final 
Product 



Final Product:  Teacher Sample  

 

Brochure  of Maine & Mexico  

 

How are these places alike and different? 



Show the students what the plan is 
on paperé 

Final 
Presentation: 

Use the 
Presentation 
Plan 
(Stick 
Figure) 

 



Model writing the Presentation Plan 
to the class.  

Final 
Presentation:   



Model presenting the final product 
to the class.  

Final 
Presentation: 

Use 
Presentation 
Plan 

Make eye 
contact 

Speak in a 
loud, clear 
voice   



 

 

Step 8:  Now it is time for the 
students to take the leadé 



Students 
Teaching 
Students  

The students have been 
guided through the 
process and completed 
a shared project -- 
comparing and 
contrasting Mexico & 
Maine (Northeast 
region of the USA). 

 

·Now the students will select a 
different region of the USA and 
narrow their focus down to a 
particular state within the 
selected region. 

·The students will compare and 
contrast Mexico and their new 
region/state.  

·The students will work in small 
cooperative groups. 

 



The students will research and take 
notes on the new region/stateé 

Topics  My Notes for __________________   Resource/Bibliography  

Climate 

Types of plants 

and animals 

Topics  My Notes for __________________  Resource/Bibliography  

Foods/Drinks 

At Play 

Cool Facts  



*  Review the 
grading rubric  

*  Use the notes 
for Mexico and 
the new 
region/state  

*  Create a 
brochure 
comparing and 
contrasting 
Mexico and the 
new region/state  

Students will 
work on the 
final product.  


