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Excerpts from the Declaration of Sentiments

Excerpts from the Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions Seneca Falls, NY, 1848 Sentiments.

Preamble: When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one
portion of the family of man to assume among the people of the earth a position
different from that which they have hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws
of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare the causes that impel them to such a
course. We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are cre-
ated equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights;
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure
these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed. Whenever any form of government becomes destruc-
tive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse adllegiance
to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government, laying its foundation
on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
governments long. ..

Resolved, that all laws which prevent woman from occupying such a station in
society as her conscience shall dictate, or which place her in a position inferior
to that of man, are contrary to the great precept of nature and therefore of no
force or authority.

Resolved, that it is the duty of the women of this country to secure to them-
selves their sacred right to the elective franchise.

Resolved, that the speedy success of our cause depends upon the zealous and

untiring efforts of both men and women for the overthrow of the monopoly of
the pulpit, and for the securing to woman an equal participation with men in the
various trades, professions, and commerce.
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