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Now more than ever, students
need the intellectual power to
recognize societal problems

In 1822, James Madison wrote, “Knowledge will forever govern ignorance: And a
people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
which knowledge gives.”
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Providing this grounding in social studies is
dependent, however, on access to content
ideas that are carried through educational
materials and the accompanying discourse
needed for both rigorous and enduring understanding. Good elements of universal
design for learners calls for multiple means
of engagement, representation, action,
and expression, according to a CAST 2018
article.
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Engaging Students in
Learning
Studies Weekly, by its very nature, provides
opportunities for multiple modalities and
means of engagement. Lesson plans direct
teachers to opportunities for close reading
strategies within the Teacher’s Edition, and
are based on the work of reading researchers such as Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey.

As a consumable newsprint edition, Studies
Weekly allows students to physically engage
with the text. The individual sheets encourage interaction because they can annotate
and complete close reading activities directly on the publication. The periodical format
also allows for an instant at-home connection, as students can share the result of their

school work with family members outside of
the classroom. With traditional textbooks,
students must use notebooks to annotate
and complete activities, and they often
are not allowed to take textbooks home.
Close reading is vital to developing successful readers who are prepared for civic
engagement, but it is not the only stepping stone. Scaffolding helps students use
the background knowledge they already
have and prepares the reader’s schema for
understanding new information. This enhances reading comprehension, especially in students who speak a first language
other than that of the reading material. In
a study in 2013 by Ibrahm Alfaki, he found
that “background knowledge activation,
through text previewing, is effective in enhancing reading comprehension.”
Studies Weekly provides multiple ways of
building background knowledge and then
activating that knowledge to prepare students for comprehending effectively.

studiesweekly.com/professional-development

For example, the online learning platform
includes videos that tell stories, show and
explain historical artifacts, describe events,
show locations, and interview people, so
students gain stronger context for their
reading about economics, civics, geography, history, or culture.

Scaffolding and
Differentiating Learning

graphic organizers, and diagrams that help
students understand concepts and connect
ideas. Photos or paintings of historical figures help anchor these people to events or
a timeline and establish them as real people
who affected history, and not just names.
These scaffolds help students prepare for
and extend their learning.
While reading is a fundamental component
of the learning environment, sometimes
students need additional scaffolding to understand textual concepts. When using the
online platform, students have access to
high-quality real-person audio support that
sync-highlights the text for easy tracking.
Students can also adjust the audio speed
for better overall
comprehension.

“In a differentiated classroom, the teacher
proactively plans and carries out varied approaches to content, processes, and product in anticipation of and response to student differences in readiness, interest, and
learning needs” explaines Carol Tomlinson
in a 2006 study.
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Discovery how students learn more deeply and are prepared for expanding and
explaining their ideas when teachers use
content-rich questions to guide the exploration of content. As researchers Zwiers
and Crawford explain, the ability to define
one’s reasoning and defend a position in a
collaborative context is highly prized by a
wide variety of careers.
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Conclusion
As teachers of social studies, we must provide the cognitive technology for students
to think critically and look deeper. By giving students the framework of economics,
civics, geography, history, and culture, we
empower them to engage with the world
around them and participate in the “critical social analysis” – an important element
that Patrick Camangian describes as a path
to “healing fractured collective identities.”

“hearing and internalizing messages all
around them and trying to make sense of
their racial identity,” as Camangian and
Ruchi explain.
The teaching of social studies provides
students with the tools needed to be
successful in school, in a future career, and
as members of local, state, national, and
global communities. Studies Weekly is
proud to be a part of this important work.

Children are part of a network of homes,
communities, and schools where they are
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